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STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING - OXTON

Report by Service Director Customer and Communities

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

17 September 2019

1 PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

1.1 This report proposes that the Executive Committee agree the naming of a 
new street in Oxton as the Developer, Local Members and Community 
cannot reach agreement on the preferred name.

1.2 In terms of section 97 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 the 
Council have responsibility for the naming and numbering of streets.  This 
process is undertaken by staff in the Democratic Services Section and 
involves consulting with the local Members, community councillors and 
developers.  Names of streets are usually agreed by consensus so the 
involvement of the Executive Committee is not required.  However, in this 
case agreement cannot be reached so in terms of the Scheme of 
Administration the Executive Committee are being asked to make the final 
decision.

1.3 The developer has proposed “The Larches” as his preferred street name as 
he feels this best reflects the type of dwellinghouses he is constructing and 
the local Members and the community prefer “The Sidings” given the 
proximity of the development to the former railway line.

2 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 I recommend that the Executive Committee agree the new street 
name for this development in Oxton as either “The Larches” or “The 
Sidings”. 
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3 BACKGROUND

3.1 The Council’s power  to name and number the roads in its area stems from 
section 97 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 which states that “a 
local authority may, in relation to any road in their area, give such name to 
it as they think fit and give each of the premises in it such distinguishing 
number as they think fit; alter that number when necessary; and require 
the owner of each of the premises, by notice served on him, to affix or paint 
that number on his premises so that it is readily legible from the nearest 
part of the public place giving access to the premises”.

3.2 This function is carried out by staff in the Democratic Services Section 
within the Customer and Communities Department.

3.3 When a developer is constructing a new development they contact the 
Council to undertake the process to name the new street.  The normal 
practice is for the local Members and the relevant Community Council to be 
consulted on the naming of the street.  The developer can make a 
suggestion and this will be part of the consultation process.  In the majority 
of cases consensus is reached and the street is named.  Where consensus 
cannot be reached the final decision lies with the Executive Committee.

4 NEW DEVELOPMENT IN OXTON

4.1 In July the developer of a new 5 dwellinghouse development in Oxton got in 
touch with the Council regarding the allocation of a name and numbering for 
the aforesaid development.  The developer proposed that this new 
development be named 1-5 The Larches.

4.2 Contact was made with the three local Members to obtain their views on the 
proposed name of “The Larches”.  Oxton and Channelkirk Community 
Council is currently in abeyance so it was not possible to contact them 
directly.  However, there was contact between the local Members and some 
former members of the Community Council to try and ascertain public 
opinion in the village.  It was at this point that the suggestion of “The 
Sidings” was proposed as the site was located close to the former railway 
line and was accessed from Station Road.  This name had been proposed by 
the community previously and there had been some consultation with 
residents via social media.  

4.3 The developer of the site does not accept that this is a suitable name for his 
development and considers that “The Larches” would be a more appropriate 
name for the type of development proposed which comprises 5 large 
detached dwellinghouses.

4.4 Where agreement cannot be reached between the Local Members, local 
community and the developer then the Scheme of Administration requires 
the Executive Committee to make the final decision.
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5 IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Financial 
There are no financial implications related to this decision.

5.2 Risk and Mitigations
The report fully describes all the elements of risk that have been identified 
in relation to this project and no specific additional concerns need to be 
addressed

5.3 Equalities
This proposal has no adverse impact in terms of equalities. 

5.4 Acting Sustainably 
There are no economic, social or environmental effects related to this 
proposal

5.5 Carbon Management
There is no impact on the Council’s carbon emissions related to this matter.

5.6 Changes to Scheme of Administration or Scheme of Delegation
No changes are required to the Scheme of Administration or the Scheme of 
Delegation as a result of this proposal 

6 CONSULTATION

6.1 The Chief Financial Officer, the Monitoring Officer, the Chief Legal Officer, 
the Chief Officer Audit and Risk, the Service Director HR and the Clerk to 
the Council have been consulted and any comments received will be 
incorporated into the final report.

Approved by

Jenni Craig Signature ……………………………………..
Service Director Customer and Communities

Author(s)
Name Designation and Contact Number
Louise McGeoch Democratic Services Team Leader

Background Papers:  correspondence with the various parties
Previous Minute Reference:  Nil

Note – You can get this document on tape, in Braille, large print and various 
computer formats by contacting the address below.  Louise McGeoch can also give 
information on other language translations as well as providing additional copies.
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Contact us at Scottish Borders Council, Council Headquarters, Newtown St. Boswells, 
Melrose, TD6 0SA  email: committeepapers@scotborders.gov.uk


